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              HUBERT J FALTYN      
    Marine Corps League Detachment 881 

Editor:  Tina Swogger                      1574 Coburg Rd. #145, Eugene, Oregon 97401                         Email: countrypokergal@yahoo.com                          541-505-6671 

Mail CallMail CallMail CallMail Call    
June June June June 2007200720072007    

    
Commandant:  Wayne Benson 

COMMANDANT’S CORNER 
The Oregon Department of Oregon Convention is scheduled for June22, 23 and 24th for those of you who have 
not registered yet you may do so by going to our site and pulling up a Registration Form. The  
convention is being held in Springfield so if you don't want to spend the night it is an easy drive home.  I am 
thinking of going in early Saturday morning but then I could miss all the fun and games and music that Terry and  
company provide at our last convention in Lincoln City. 
 
I look forward to these conventions and encourage everyone who can to attend it's not only fun but you just 
might learn something and have a great chance to meet the rest of our Detachments and the members. 
 
Our next fund raising event will be our Plant sale and we will start working on that right after the Oregon 
Convention, we also have the Gala coming up on the 16th and while I would like to attend it looks like I have to 
be out of town during this time period. 
 
On another note I have asked Coralee to look into getting us some additional hats (that have the correct spelling) 
my cover is looking a little ragged but if you plan on attending the convention the have Black MCL hats at  
$12.00 each.  This goes along with our wearing our Red Polo Shirts on Fridays. 
 
Our Color Guard needs some attention I am going to ask all that are interested to talk with me or Mark and let's 
get the Color Guard up and running. 
 
For those of us who attended Memorial Day Event, David took pictures and was working on getting them on our 
site. 
 
Semper Fi, 
 
Wayne 
 

JUDGE ADVOCATE: Coralee Berwick 
AGENDA FOR June 20th MEETING  
THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT DENNY'S ON June 20, 2007 AT 6:30 PM.  DENNY'S IS 
LOCATED AT 3155 RYAN DR. SE., SALEM, OR 97301.  THEIR TELEPHONE NUMBER IS: 
(503) 585-8424.  THIS DENNY'S IS ACROSS FROM COSTCO.  THE CROSS STREET IS 
HAWTHORNE.  The conference room will be open at 5:00 pm for dinner prior to the meeting 
- for those interested. Uniform for the meeting is:  SHORT SLEEVE WHITE AVIATOR SHIRT. 
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1. Memorial Day Observance – Representing H.J. Faltyn Det 881. A huge thanks to 

Wayne Benson and Mark Meyer – Wreath Bearers, Claudia Acosta – Set-Up, Claudia’s 
son –Aidan – POW flag posting and Garey Price – Programs.   

  
2. Those of you that have ordered polo shirts should receive them at the next meeting.  

Please be prepared to pay for the shirts at that time.  
  

3. The Department Summer Convention is being held in Springfield from June 22-25, 
2007.  Contact me for information. 

 
 
MEMBER SPOTLIGHT OF THE MONTH: Tom Beach 
 I was born in the sprawling metropolis of Lebanon.  We moved to Eugene when I was 5 and spent the 
next 25 years there with the exception of military duty.  I got bored attending college in 1970 and 

decided to do something different.  I enlisted in the 6th Engineer Reserve Battalion in Eugene on April 

14, 1970.  At 8:30 p.m. on April 27th in sunny San Diego, I realized my life was about to undergo a big 
change (why was that man in the funny hat yelling at me in the airport and why do we have to stand on 
these yellow footprints for such a long time).  I attended boot camp at MCRD, San Diego, ITR at Camp 
Pendleton and then headed off to Camp Lejeune to attend Combat Engineer training and hopefully earn 
my 1371 MOS.  After 6 months of training, I returned to a drilling status with the Eugene unit and also 
obtained a civil service job at the Reserve Center.  Thinking my future was set and secure, I drilled 5 
years with the Marine Corps attaining the rank of Sergeant and then drilled 5 years with the Navy 
Reserve. During one Marine drill weekend, our admin clerk was absent and the CO asked if anyone 
could type.  Knowing I shouldn’t raise my hand, I did so anyway and thus my admin clerk career had 
begun.  Before long, I obtained a new 0151 MOS.  In 1981, I received that letter that all government 
employees dread; the one with “RIF” (Reduction in Force) across the top. 
 
I talked with my wife about going on active duty with the Navy and we agreed it would be a good short-
term solution (little did we know it would become a 21 year career).  My first duty station was Reno, 
Nevada and I was thinking this isn’t so bad.  After Reno came a trip north to a converted minesweeper in 
Astoria where I spent 3 years as a Yeoman (admin clerk) and sonar operator.  I had other duty stations 
with my favorite being with Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit 17 in Whidbey Island, WA.  Those boys 
(and girls) are just a bit crazy and keep life interesting.  My final duty station was Fresno/NAS Lemoore, 
CA.  While in the Navy, I attended several schools including Career Counselor, DAPA, Legal Clerk and 
Foreign Language Program Coordinator.  I retired from the Navy on January 1, 2003.  We moved back 
to Salem 3 years ago to be closer to our kids and grandkids.  Both my wife and I work at Willamette 
Education Service District in Salem and now so does our son.  He recently returned from a one year 
deployment in Kosovo with the Army and is now a member of the Oregon National Guard.  He spent 12 
years on active duty with the Army. 
 

My wife Terri and I recently celebrated our 26th anniversary.  I am looking forward to my involvement 
with the Salem MCL Detachment.  One of the reasons I joined was because of the warm welcome we 
received at last year’s Marine Corps Ball.  Though my active duty career was Navy, we attended several 
Marine Corps Balls’ as no one, and I mean no one, can throw a better celebration than the Marines. 
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WHAT IS NEW FROM THE DEPT OF OREGON VETERAN’S AFFAIRS: 
Transition Assistance Information for Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom Veterans 

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) has maintained an active Transition Assistance Program and Disabled Transition 

Assistance Program (TAP/DTAP) throughout the United States and around the world. Since the implementation of TAP/DTAP 

through the original legislation (P.L. 101-237) and the legislation which expanded TAP/DTAP (P.L. 101-510) VA has provided 

benefit information to separating service members and their families. 

VA encourages all separating service members to contact their respective Transition Centers to determine when the VA 

Transition Assistance Briefings are scheduled. These briefings provide information which will help you make the transition to 

civilian life easier by identifying many of the VA benefits available to you. You may find the locations of the briefing sites 

through the Department of Defense transition portal web site. When the site comes up, click on the "At Your Service" link. 

Click on the Military Services Transition Assistance Locations link to locate the center nearest you. 

VA and PVA to Present the Largest Annual Sports Event of its Kind 

WASHINGTON – More than 500 American veteran heroes with physical disabilities will converge on Milwaukee June 19 – 23 to test their 

agility, athleticism and strength of spirit at the 27
th

 National Veterans Wheelchair Games, the largest annual wheelchair sports event in the 

world.  More than 20 veterans injured in current conflicts in Afghanistan and Iraq will join veterans from the Gulf War, Vietnam and other 

conflicts in 17 competitive events.  

“The National Veterans Wheelchair Games are a chance for disabled veterans, who receive the benefits of VA’s world-class health care, to 

share in the camaraderie of friendly competition,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Jim Nicholson.  “The determination, stamina and 

competitive spirit on display at the Games are an inspiration.” 

The Wheelchair Games, presented each year by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) and Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA), are 

open to all U.S. military veterans who use wheelchairs for sports competition due to spinal cord injuries, certain neurological conditions, 

amputations or other mobility impairments.  For the first time at the Games, a demonstration track and field clinic will be held for athletes 

who are able to stand using prosthetic devices. 

“Our association with the National Veterans Wheelchair Games helps fulfill our promise of improving the quality of life for veterans with 

disabilities,” said Randy L. Pleva, Sr., PVA national president. “When the wheelchair athletes assemble in Milwaukee, the intensity of 

competition will be exceeded only by the fellowship of veterans united together.”  

The Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Center in Milwaukee and the Wisconsin chapter of PVA are hosting the 2007 Games.  Veterans 

competing in the National Veterans Wheelchair Games come from nearly all 50 states, plus the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico and Great 

Britain. 

At the Games, veterans will compete in track and field, swimming, basketball, weightlifting, softball, air guns, quad rugby, 9-ball, bowling, 

table tennis, archery, handcycling, a motorized rally, wheelchair slalom, a power wheelchair relay and power soccer.  Trapshooting and 

wheelchair curling are exhibition events this year.  Events are being held at the Midwest Airlines Center, Veterans Park, Schroeder YMCA 

Aquatic Center, Bowlero Lanes, and other venues in and around Milwaukee. 

The 27
th

 National Veterans Wheelchair Games kick off June 19 with a wheelchair basketball demonstration at Red Arrow Park, as well as 

the 2007 Disabled Sports, Recreation and Fitness Expo. Kids Day at the Games takes place on June 22 at the Milwaukee County Zoo, 

where local children with disabilities will meet the athletes and learn more about wheelchair sports.   
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The Secretary of Veterans Affairs and PVA’s national president will greet the athletes at the Opening Ceremonies on June 19. VA’s Deputy 

Secretary and PVA’s national executive director will attend the Closing Ceremonies on June 22.  Both events will be held at the 

Midwest Airlines Center.  Admission to all Games activities is free, and the public is encouraged to attend.  

Sports are important in the therapy used to treat many disabilities.  VA is a recognized leader in rehabilitation, with therapy programs 

available at VA health care facilities across the nation.  For many injured veterans, the Wheelchair Games provide their first exposure to 

wheelchair athletics. 

To obtain more information about the competitive events, visit the Games Web site at www.wheelchairgames.va.gov.  

PICTURES FROM THE MEMORIAL DAY EVENT: THE PRESENTATION OF THE WREATH 

            

 

 

 

      

 

 

************************************************************************************ 
ANNOUNCEMENT: 

*****UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE***** 
SIGN UP FOR THE 473 ENTRANCE EXAMS IN THE SALEM AREA 

June 11 through June 25 (Only) 
(Applicants cannot apply prior to or after dates listed.) 

 
USPS webpage at: www.usps.com (Click on Jobs, then click on Apply for exam) 

Apply by phone call 1-866-999-8777 (TTY 1-800-800-8776) Announcement number 196963 
 
 
 
OFFICERS: 
 
Wayne Benson   Commandant     (503) 364-9599    mclwayne@comcast.net 
Mark Meyer    Sr. Vice Commandant   (503) 362-3991   Mrkor9@aol.com 
James Swogger   Sr. Jr. Vice Commandant  (541) 505-6670    swoggersr@yahoo.com 
Coralee Berwick   Judge Advocate   (503) 365-7771   coraleeturner@hotmail.com 
Dennis Durfee   Paymaster/Chaplain  (503) 873-4160   miguel_30us@yahoo.com 
Delmer Sabrowski  Sergeant at Arms  (503) 910-3746   skiwolf42@msn.com 
Terry Williams   Jr. past Commandant  (503) 393-1931   jterry337@aol.com 
 


